
CONNECTING 
POINT
One of the greatest things about 

Catholic life is living as a baptized 

member of Christ’s body. When 

we go to Mass, we experience this 

unity, most especially as we share 

in “Communion.” (That’s why it is 

called “Communion!”) Just after we 

have shared in the “sign of peace,” 

which symbolizes setting aside 

arguments, grievances, or anything 

else that separates us, we go to 

the altar and share the gift of the 

Eucharist. Further, at the end of 

Mass, we are sent out into the world 

to bring this unity of mind and spirit 

out into the world by spreading 

the Good News of Christ and His 

teachings. This unity among believers 

is beautiful, but it also carries 

responsibilities. For example, to 

maintain this communion, members 

of the body need to work together 

to ensure everyone is moving in 

the same direction, sharing in our 

Christian mission, and not separating 

themselves through sin or other 

negative behaviors. In other words, 

when we see someone we care 

about doing something wrong, we 

shouldn't look the other way. This 

week’s readings drive this point 

home.

For example, our first reading 

(Ezekiel 33) makes it clear that God 

expects us to speak out when we 

 Peggy Casing - Director of Discipleship Formation     peggyc@stol.church

(continued on page 8)
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Jesus' Requirements for Fraternal Correction
The common theme in today’s Old 

Testament reading from the great 

prophet, Ezekiel, and the passage 

from Matthew’s Gospel, have to 

do with fraternal correction – How 

do we correct someone who is 

in error or committing a wrong?  

Ezekiel is told by God that he has 

been appointed a “watchman.”  

Historically, a watchman in ancient 

times was one who stood at the 

ready along the city walls or in 

the tower at the gate of the city 

constantly on alert for danger or 

trouble, so that the people could be 

warned of any impending danger. 

The watchman would sound the 

alarms if there were any enemies 

coming, so that the people could 

seek protection.  In a similar way, 

God appoints Ezekiel as a “spiritual 

watchman,” if you will, to warn 

people of impending sin and 

judgment thus giving people the 

chance to protect their souls.  In 

short, God tells Ezekiel that if he 

does his job and warns people 

then no judgment will come upon 

Ezekiel.  If, however, Ezekiel is 

passive or is negligent in fulfilling 

his responsibilities as the “spiritual 

watchman,” he will share in the 

judgment for the sins others commit 

because he failed to give them 

ample warning of the judgment 

they would face for their sins.  

Ultimately, however, each one of us 

is responsible for our sinful actions 

or inactions to God’s warnings, but 

we also have an obligation to speak 

truth and warn others of spiritual 

dangers when errors or wrongdoings 

are committed.  We must always 

remember that mercy and justice are 

not mutually exclusive, but rather 

mercy is alongside justice.   

In today’s Gospel reading from St. 

Matthew, Jesus provides us with a 

formula for correcting our brother 

or sister when he or she commits 

an offense against another.  The 

purpose of this formula is to 

maintain unity and holiness within 

the community.  Jesus gives us the 

following three-step process:  First, 

we are to go directly and privately 

to the individual with the intent to 

restore and reconcile the offender 

back to the community, not to 

punish the offender.  If the offender 

refuses correction, the matter is 

taken to the church community 

where one or two other members 

can serve as witnesses to confirm 

the matter in accord with Mosaic 

Law.  Finally, if the offender remains 

obstinate, the matter is brought 

before the whole church community. 

Again, the process is not meant 

to punish but to help the offender 

reconcile back to God and the 

Church/community.

These days, we often think that 

the purpose of excommunication 

by the Church is to punish the 

individual, but in accordance with 

today’s readings the intent of 

excommunication is not punishment 

but to have the offender reconciled 

back to God and the Church (see 

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 

1463; cf. 1983 Code of Canon Law, 

cannons 1312, 1331-1333, 1336, 1339-

1340, et al).

 

Peace and Blessings,

Fr.  John

 Fr. John Bettin  frjohn@stisidore.church
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EVENTS
How do we love people well when 

relationships are complicated, 

tensions are high, or life feels beyond 

our control? Realign, our new five-

week Message Series, explores how 

following Jesus can reshape the 

way we see and respond to others 

through forgiveness, generosity, 

humility, prayer, and practical acts 

of love. Each week builds on the 

Sunday readings and challenges 

us to move beyond our natural 

reactions and become more like 

Christ.

BEGINS SUN, SEP 13 AT 5:30 PM MASS

REALIGN MESSAGE SERIES

The Altar Society's Fall Rummage 

Sale is coming soon. Accepting items 

in good condition such as:  small 

appliances, furniture, tools, dishes, 

glassware, pots/pans, pictures, 

frames, books, toys, gently used 

clothing, bedding, linens and more! 

(Please tape all games and puzzle 

boxes.) Not Accepting: TVs over 10 

years old, encyclopedias, textbooks 

and mattresses.

Drop off days: September 14 &15

Sale days: September 17 & 18

Contacts: Jan Stark (586) 484-2932 

or Sue Schwark (586) 747-5784

MON - FRI | SEP 14 - 18

FALL RUMMAGE SALE

Dinner benefits the Right to Life of 

Michigan Education Funds. Doors 

open at 5:45 PM with program and 

dinner beginning at 6:45 PM.  Steve 

Ray, Catholic apologist and the host 

of the popular, award-winning film 

series on salvation history, is the 

guest speaker.

$65/person or $600 for table of ten

6:00 - 6:30 PM:  Exclusive Steve Ray 

Meet and Greet, Wine and Cheese 

Reception – only 50 tickets available. 

$30 Adult, $15 High School Student

Register:  Contact Linda Popko by 

Sunday, Sept. 6 at (586) 615-6497.

TUE | SEP 15 | DOORS OPEN 5:45 PM | MIRAGE BANQUET CENTER

FOCUS ON LIFE BENEFIT DINNER
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You probably sing... in the shower, 

in the car, or from the pew. So 

why not give the St. Isidore Choir 

a try? There’s no audition and no 

pressure to commit. Come to our 

first rehearsal, meet the group, 

grab some music, and sing with us. 

Whether you’ve sung in choirs for 

years or simply enjoy singing on your 

own, you’re welcome to come see 

what it’s all about. The choir keeps 

growing, and there’s still room for 

your voice.

WED | SEP 16 | 7 PM

FIRST CHOIR REHEARSAL

There will be a fundraiser at the 

Texas RoadHouse restaurant on 23 

Mile Road. Ten percent of all sales, 

dine-in or to-go, between 3:00 

and 10:00 PM will be donated to 

the St. Isidore Baby Panty. Note 

that participants must present a 

physical or digital copy of the Texas 

Roadhouse flyer that is available at 

the Church Front Office and in the 

9/13 Bulletin.

TUE | SEP 15 | 3 - 10 PM | TEXAS ROADHOUSE, 23 MILE RD

DONATE WHILE YOU DINE

This 19-week Bible study traces how 

the gospel witness spread outward 

in waves from Jerusalem, and reveals 

how the seeds of Church structure 

and authority took root. Led by 

Ascension Presents' Jeff Cavins, this 

program shows how the joys and 

struggles of the early Christians in 

living the life of Christ apply to us 

today.

Cost: $36

Register: at the parish office by Fri, 

Sep 11

STARTING TUE, SEP 22 AT 9 AM    OR    WED,  SEP 23 AT 7 PM

BIBLE STUDY:  ACTS -  
THE SPREAD OF THE KINGDOM

The next St. Therese of Lisieux Grief 

Support Group Series will run from 

September 22 through November 

17 on Tuesdays from 1:00-2:30 PM. 

If interested, please contact St. 

Therese's Parish Office at 596-254-

4433. New or previous attendees are 

welcome.

STARTING TUE, SEP 22 AT 1 - 2:30 PM | ST. THERESE

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP SERIES

Join us for a festive Oktoberfest 

celebration which features live 

music, authentic German food, and 

a variety of beers to enjoy. Don't 

miss our exciting raffles, including 

a 50/50 drawing and gift baskets. 

Show off your strength in our 

Men's and Women's Stein Holding 

Competition, or test your skills in our 

no-hands donut eating contest. Have 

fun with Fowling, Cornhole and other 

games for the whole family.

Cost:  $5/person, children under 14 

free

SAT | SEP 26 | 6 - 10 PM

OKTOBERFEST
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Put your baking skills to the test 

in our Apple Pie Bake-Off! Bake 

your favorite homemade apple 

pie and bring it to the parish for 

judging after the 4:30 PM Mass. 

Whether your recipe is a treasured 

family tradition or a new creation, 

we’d love to have you participate. 

Register online or at the parish office 

to reserve your spot. Additional 

details and contest guidelines will be 

provided after you register.

SAT | OCT 3 | 5:30 PM

APPLE PIE BAKE OFF

REGISTER
HERE

St. Therese's annual flu vaccine 

event will be administered by Kroger 

before and after Masses. They will 

also be offering additional vaccines 

including the Shingles, Pneumonia, 

Hepatitis, COVID. You can register 

with St. Therese's Parish Secretary at 

586-254-4433. Walk-ins will also be 

accommodated.

Many insurance plans pay for the 

annual vaccination, and older adults 

covered under Medicare Part B can 

get the vaccination free with no 

copay or deductible. Be sure to bring 

your insurance cards. There is an 

associated cost if you do not have 

medical insurance.

SUN | SEP 27 | 7:30 AM - 12:30 PM | ST. THERESE

FLU VACCINE EVENT

Join St. Isidore's Ladies Altar 

Society for a fun and friendly Euchre 

Tournament. The cost is $20 per 

person, with tickets available at the 

office, before Mass the weekends 

of Sept 19 and 26, or at the door if 

available. Enjoy an evening of cards, 

fellowship, and friendly competition. 

Attendance is limited to 132 players. 

For details, contact Cheryl Shabro at 

586-747-4173.

FRI | OCT 2 | 6:30 PM DOORS OPEN

EUCHRE TOURNAMENT

A delicious pancake breakfast will be 

held on October 4 after all morning 

Masses and includes pancakes, 

sausage links, applesauce, coffee, 

milk, and orange juice still at the very 

low cost of $6. Come and enjoy the 

food and fellowship!

SUN | OCT 4 | AFTER ALL MORNING MASSES

K OF C PANCAKE BREAKFAST
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Caring for the whole person – body, 

mind & spirit. This inspiring seminar 

will explore the physical, mental, and 

spiritual dimensions of dementia 

through expert presentations, 

practical caregiving strategies, 

community resources, and faith-

filled encouragement. Whether you 

are living with dementia, caring for 

a loved one, serving in healthcare 

or ministry, or simply want to learn 

more, you are warmly invited.  

Registration is required.  

For more information or to register, 

use the QR Code or stop in at the St. 

Isidore Parish Office.

SAT | OCT 17 | 9 AM - 1:30 PM

HARMONY & HOPE:  
A DEMENTIA SEMINAR

REGISTER
HERE

Answer Christ's call to feed the 

hungry by joining us on Saturday, 

November 7, as St. Isidore hosts Kids 

Coalition Against Hunger. Together, 

we'll work toward our goal of 

packing 125,000 meals for families 

in need both locally and around the 

world. This joyful, family-friendly 

event welcomes volunteers of all 

ages. Meal costs have increased to 

$0.42 each, so financial support is 

also needed to reach our goal of 

$52,500.

Use the QR Code to register and/or 

donate.

SAT | NOV 7 | 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM
KIDS COALITION AGAINST HUNGER 

REGISTER TO 
VOLUNTEER 
OR DONATE

Consider joining a quiet weekend 

retreat for men at the beautiful 

Capuchin Retreat House in 

Washington Twp.  There will be 

opportunities for receiving the 

sacraments of the Eucharist, 

Reconciliation, and Healing along 

with several thought-provoking 

breakout sessions and prayerful 

reflection. You will have plenty 

of time to enjoy the 90 acres of 

wooded pathways throughout 

the grounds. Total weekend cost:  

$300 (includes $100 deposit). On-

line Registration and payment is 

available at capretreat.org. For more 

details contact Dave Bisdorf: 586-

202-7000 dbisdorf@aol.com.

FRI - SUN | NOV 6 - 8 | CAPUCHIN RETREAT HOUSE

MEN'S WEEKEND RETREAT

Step out in faith and attend an 

inspirational, fun and deeply spiritual 

3-day Cursillo (cursillodetroit.com) 

weekend at beautiful Maryville 

Retreat Center in Holly, MI. In His 

love and wisdom, God gives people 

just what they individually need! 

You will never regret this special 

experience of God's grace in 

tandem with fellow Catholics. The 

next men's weekend is scheduled 

Oct. 8-11, followed by a women's 

weekend scheduled for Nov. 12-15. 

Materials with details are available in 

the Front Office. Call ambassadors 

Dan & Kathy Banas to have all your 

questions answered: 586-764-9402.

MEN'S AND WOMEN'S WEEKENDS AVAILABLE | HOLLY, MI

CURSILLO FALL WEEKEND RETREATS
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  Connecting Point (Con't)
know someone is being “wicked,” 

and if we don’t, we will be held 

responsible. It says, if “you do not 

speak out to dissuade the wicked 

from his way, the wicked shall die 

for his guilt, but I (God) will hold 

you responsible for his death.” This 

“speaking out” is really about caring 

for one another—caring enough to 

want the best for them in all things, 

including the afterlife. You may have 

heard it called “speaking the truth 

in love.” To say nothing is a sin of 

omission, and it is for that sin that 

God holds us accountable. Keep in 

mind that, in the second reading 

(Romans 13), St. Paul reminds 

us that love is at the center of a 

Christian’s life. Loving our neighbors 

as ourselves and doing “no evil” to 

them sometimes means having these 

difficult conversations.

Our Gospel (Matthew 18) joins these 

themes of love and the handling of 

situations that can cause disunity. 

There, we hear a plan for dealing with 

another person’s sin lovingly. The 

focus is on going to them in private 

first. Later, if they don’t listen, the 

Church is to weigh in. The objective 

is not to shame or embarrass them. 

Luckily for us, hearing the Church's 

teachings is as easy as looking at The 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 

or another official document. We 

don’t have to go before a board or 

committee. The goal is to know what 

the Church has to say so we know 

we are on firm ground in questioning 

its behavior. Another key point, 

though, is to view all of the Church’s 

teachings as means for us to grow 

into our best selves and flourish 

in the lives we live every day. If we 

don’t see that aspect of love in a 

commandment, policy, or rule, we 

need to dig deeper into the teaching 

(or reach out to your friendly 

Director of Discipleship Formation!).

One thing to remember, as today’s 

Psalm (95) reminds us, is that we 

need to be open on the receiving 

end, as well. We sing, “If today you 

hear His voice, harden not your 

hearts.” Christ speaking through 

others may show us that we might 

very well be the sinner in a particular 

situation. None of these readings 

allow us to point fingers at others 

unless we are also willing to look at 

ourselves. We all need an openness 

to guidance and correction in our 

journeys of discipleship. We are in 

this together!

To conclude, our readings link the 

idea of commandments and sins that 

cause disunity, showing us that we 

are expected to provide guidance 

and correction to those who have 

gone astray. We are compelled to 

be honest with others about what 

we are seeing in their actions, but 

in a way that includes love and 

compassion in every thought and 

word. Rightly, all of Christian living 

comes down to loving others as 

we love ourselves, and honesty in 

accountability among the members 

of the Body of Christ is one 

component of that love. This week, 

we ask, “How can I show someone I 

care enough to be honest?”

Our Fall Rummage Sale is just 

around the corner! Thank you for 

your continued generosity—your 

donations and volunteer support 

make this event a success each year.

Drop-Off Days
•	 Monday-Tuesday, September 14–

15 • 9 AM–5 PM Accepting items 
in good condition, includes:  
small appliances, furniture, 

tools, dishes, glassware, pots 

and pans, pictures and frames, 

books, toys and puzzles (please 

tape games and puzzle boxes), 

jewelry, gently used clothing, 

bedding, linens and much more.

Not accepted: TVs over 10 years 

old, textbooks and mattresses.

Set-Up Days
•	 Monday–Wednesday, September 

14–16 • 9 AM–5 PM Tasks include 

bringing in drop-off items, 

sorting and unpacking, pricing, 

and displaying items.

Sale Days
•	 Thursday, September 17 • 9 

AM–7 PM (Extended hours 5–7 

PM)

•	 Friday, September 18 • 9 AM–1 

PM

Volunteers may assist with 

helping shoppers, straightening 

tables, moving items, and 

general clean-up.

•	 Friday, September 18 • 1–3 PM: 

Packing leftover items for the 

Veterans.

If you have time to help, simply 

stop in—we’ll gladly find a place 

for you to assist.

Volunteer Help Needed!
Volunteering is a wonderful way to 

meet new people and support the 

Altar Society and our St. Isidore 

Parish.

Questions?  Contact: Jan Stark — 

586‑484‑2932 or Sue Schwark — 

586‑747‑5784.

  Altar Society Fall Rummage Sale
 Jan Stark - Altar Society
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Last week, I wrote about the idea 

that following Jesus isn’t about 

getting difficult people to change, 

but allowing Him to change the 

way we see them? Beginning next 

Sunday at the 5:30 PM Mass, we’re 

going to explore that question 

through Realign, our new five-week 

Message Series.

Each week, the Sunday readings will 

challenge us to realign one of our 

natural reactions with the heart of 

Christ.

Have Mercy. Jesus tells the story of 

a servant forgiven an enormous debt 

who then refuses to forgive someone 

else. We’ll look at the debts we 

continue to hold against others and 

what happens when we finally cancel 

them.

Don’t Play Fair. When Jesus tells 

the parable of the workers in the 

vineyard, our natural reaction might 

be, “That’s not fair!” That’s exactly 

the point. God’s kingdom isn’t built 

on keeping score. It’s built on grace 

and extravagant generosity.

Add Value. St. Paul tells us to look 

beyond ourselves and consider 

the needs of others. Jesus shows 

us what true greatness looks like: 

humility, service, and intentionally 

building others up.

Benevolent Detachment. Some 

people and situations are simply 

beyond our control. Instead of 

allowing them to consume us, 

Scripture gives us another response: 

bring them to God in prayer, let go, 

and trust Him with what happens 

next.

Get Them to the Feast. Jesus’ 

parable of the wedding feast 

reminds us that God’s invitation is 

for everyone. After four weeks of 

learning to love people better, we’ll 

finish with perhaps the greatest 

act of love we can offer: helping 

someone discover the hope we’ve 

found in Christ.

Five weeks. Five challenges. And 

one question running through all of 

them: Can we learn to see people 

the way God sees them?

  Maybe They Don't Need to Change.
  Maybe We Do.
 Matt Kush - Director of Engagement

Maybe you don’t want to admit 

it, but you do... In the shower? In 

the car? Around the house when 

nobody’s listening? Maybe you turn 

the music up a little louder when 

*that* song comes on. And if you’re 

at Mass, there’s a decent chance you 

sing there too, at least I hope you 

do. So here’s a thought: maybe you’d 

enjoy singing with other people.

St. Isidore’s Adult Choir begins a new 

season on Wednesday, September 

16 at 7 PM, and our first rehearsal is 

open to anyone who wants to give 

it a try. No audition. No pressure to 

commit. Just come for an evening, 

grab some music, and some cider 

and donuts, meet some people, and 

sing.

You already do it when nobody’s 

listening. Come see what happens 

when a whole bunch of us do it 

together.

  You Probably Sing...
 Matt Kush - Director of Engagement
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  K of C Exemplification
On Thursday, August 27, members 

from the St. Isidore K of C Council 

conducted an Exemplification 

Ceremony welcoming one new 

Brother Knight into the Knights of 

Columbus. This ceremony imparts 

lessons that inspire men to serve and 

teaches our time-honored principles 

in a way that is appropriate for today. 

It presents the lessons of Charity, 

Unity, and Fraternity in powerful 

contemporary language.

Pictured with the K of C Degree 

Team is the new 3rd Degree member 

of the K of C, Anthony Zuchora, 

standing in the center of the front 

row. He is also pictured having 

just received his rosary during the 

ceremony.

 Brian McAleer - K of C

  K of C 2026-2027 Officer Installation
Every year the Knights of Columbus 

conduct a ceremony for the 

installation of their newly elected 

officers. These men are tasked with 

leading the council through the 

Fraternal Year, until the end of June 

of next year. They work together as 

a team addressing different aspects 

with the common goal of providing 

services for our charities, church, 

community, and council. Shown are 

this year’s officers at St. Clement 

of Rome Catholic Church following 

the August 21 Officer Installation 

Ceremony for the K of C District 

#124. Officers from each of the four 

councils in this district attended 

a picnic dinner, followed by the 

Installation Ceremony and time to 

socialize with their Brother Knights 

at a bonfire and bocce ball.

If you see any of these men, feel 

free to talk with them regarding the 

Knights of Columbus. They would 

gladly talk with you.

 Brian McAleer - K of C
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The Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
We hear from our Lord that there are many different 

ways to solve fights or disagreements.  What we need to 

remember is that Jesus is with us always.

Family Time Fun
Work together as a family in teams to “build a bridge.”  

Try using spaghetti noodles and marshmallows to build a 

bridge that can hold a small stuffed animal.  Have Fun!

Upcoming Events
•	 Sept 14 – Sept 18 – Rummage Sale

•	 Sept 20 – Catechetical Sunday

•	 Sept 21 & 22 – First Classes for Discipleship 

Formation

•	 Oct 8 – Reconciliation & First Communion PARENT 

ONLY mtg. 6 PM

•	 Oct 18 – Trunk-or-Treat – 2:30 - 4:00 PM in Romeo 

Plank Parking Lot

•	 Oct 22 – 7th Grade students Confirmation Student & 

Parent mtg. 6 PM

  St. Isidore Teen
  Ensemble
Love music? Do you sing? Play an instrument? Want to 

be part of something awesome? Between the ages of 13 

and 21? We want YOU in the St. Isidore Teen Ensemble!

No audition. No need to be a musical superstar. Just 

bring your self, your enthusiasm, and a willingness to 

share your gifts with God and our parish family.

Rehearsals: Thurs, 7:30–8:45 PM - Starting September 17

Ministry: Approximately 1–2 Masses each month

Bonus: Community service hours available, and partici-

pation looks great on college applications and resumes!

But most importantly, this is about more than music, it’s 

about faith, friendship, service, and using the gifts God 

has given you to help our parish family pray.

Bring your voice and/or your instrument and a friend. 

Come make music, new friends. and a difference.

Send questions to amy@stisidore.church or just show up 

on Thursday, September 17 at 7:30 PM.

 Amy Righi - Liturgy & Music Director

  Join Our Children's
  Choir!
Is there a child in your family, or a child you know, that 

love's to sing? Our Children's Choir could be just the 

environment for them to grow and thrive in their musical 

interests.  We are inviting all children in Grades 1–8 to join 

Joyful Noise Children's Choir!

Rehearsals: Wednesdays, 5:00–6:00 PM - Starting 

September 16!

Ministry:  The choir sings at one Mass each month.

This is a great opportunity to make new friends, learn 

beautiful music, and share their voices with our parish 

family!

All are welcome — no experience needed!

Come sing with us and be a part of something special!

Just show up on any Wednesday or for more information, 

contact Claire Spisak - claire@stisidore.church

 Amy Righi - Liturgy & Music Director
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  Power in Prayer

This Week's Intention:  Kindness

Suggested Activity: St. Thérèse of Lisieux had a habit 

of making sure she did at least 10 instances of kindness 

a day. She had ten beads that she would move on a 

string to keep track. Kind acts and words are easy to 

deliver if they are in the forefront of your mind. See what 

kindnesses you can manage this week.

 Sue Rebits - Evangelization Committee

Our Lady of Akita is the title of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

based on events reported in 1973 by Sr. Agnes Sasagawa 

in Akita, Japan. The events include a three foot tall 

wooden carving of the Virgin Mary from a single block 

of Katsura wood. The statue was reported to have bled 

from a cross-shaped wound on its right hand. The statue 

wept 101 times over a period of seven years, which was 

captured on Japanese television.

Sr. Agnes received messages from Mary via the statue 

on daily recitation of the rosary, reparation for sins, and 

warnings of trials facing the clergy.

The site remains a destination for Catholic pilgrims 

visiting northern Japan.

(Image Attribution:  SICDAMNOME, CC BY-SA 4.0 <https://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by-sa/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons)

Did You Know?
Our Lady of Akita

The virtue of kindness is the excellence of 
character that imbues every thought, word, and 
action with goodness. It reveals the essence 
of our humanity in our ability to bring the 
goodness of God into any situation. Never 
underestimate the value of a kind word, thought, 
or deed. The future of humanity is dependent 
on the selfless caring we call kindness.

Matthew Kelly - 33 Days of Miracles, 

Wonders, and Grace

Sacred Seeds

Question:  What is the purpose of the 

opening prayer during Mass?
(Answer on page 15)

 Worship Commission
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We must keep in mind that although we help our 

neighbors with food, rent, or utility payments, they also 

need a caring friend that will listen to their problems and 

offer them consolation or encouragement. Knowing that 

the St. Isidore parishioners care about them can make all 

the difference in the world to them.

Please keep our pantry needs in mind as you shop in 

stores or online this week:

	� $25 Gift Cards – Meijer, Kroger, Walmart

	� Cash Donations – Blue Envelopes Located on SVdP 

Bins

	� Tomato Soup

	� Chicken Noodle Soup

	� Spaghetti Sauce – Jars

	� Rice-a-Roni

	� Tuna Helper

	� Scalloped Potatoes

	� Au Gratin Potatoes

	� Mashed Potatoes – Pouches

	� Oatmeal – Packets

	� Canned Fruit – All Kinds

	� Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix

	� Paper Towel

Happy Labor Day honoring the America labor movement 

and the significant contributions of workers to our 

country’s development and prosperity. Thank you, our 

fantastic parishioners and our pantry team, for your hard 

work and dedication. Have a beautiful holiday!

God Bless you for loving our neighbors,

St. Vincent de Paul Society

St. Vincent de Paul
 conference621@gmail.com    586-745-9513

How to Donate to
St. Vincent de Paul

We use all donations to help our neighbors who are 

in financial distress with rent, utilities, and food. All 

donations are tax-deductible.

To make a donation, put cash or a check (to St. Isidore 

SVdP) in one of the blue envelopes located at church 

entrances, and place in the collection basket at Mass. 



We think sometimes that poverty is only being 
hungry, naked and homeless. The poverty of 
being unwanted, unloved and uncared for is the 
greatest poverty.
St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta

BUDGET

BUDGET

ASSESSMENT

Donating to CSA remains the best way to support

St. Isidore. Any excess CSA funds beyond our goal

are not subject to the 7% assessment and will not

be included in future CSA assessments (14.5%),

making them extremely valuable to our parish. The

2026 CSA campaign started on May 1. All donations

received between May 1, 2026, and December 31, 

2026, will count towards the 2026 CSA campaign. 

(Please note this year's season has changed from 

the typical May to April time frame, to the new May 

to December time frame.  Gifts received in 2027 will 

be applied to the 2027 campaign.)  Your generosity 

enables our parish to thrive. Thank you!

Visit stisidore.church/give for the safest 
and easiest way to support St. Isidore

Now loading...

Offertory Report 
temporarily unavailable.
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There are many things in life we 

cannot see or hear or touch, but we 

know they exist because the heart 

tells us so.  For the heart possesses 

a wisdom far beyond that of the 

intellect, and a vision far grander 

than that of the mind.  
(WHEN GOD SENDS AN ANGEL)

The baby pantry provides support 

to qualifying families on a monthly 

basis.   Families in need of essential 

supplies for babies ages newborn 

through their 3rd birthday. Families 

should call 586-745-9501 to learn of 

the program requirements.

Parishioners, if you know of a family 

in need, have them call the baby 

pantry.

The baby pantry would like the 

following items:

•	 Oatmeal Cereal - individual 

packages/boxes

•	 Goodnights - Size Large

•	 A & D Diaper Ointment, No Zink

•	 Ensure

•	 Sensitive Baby Wash (i.e., 

Aveeno, Aquaphor, Cetaphil)

•	 Goldfish or Animal Crackers - 

individually wrapped

Donated items may be placed in 

the “Pac 'n' Play” outside the office 

door or in the office lobby. Monetary 

donations may be placed in an 

envelope, labeled “Baby Pantry” 

and left in the weekend collection 

baskets, or dropped to the office 

during business hours. Thank you!

Baby Pantry Request List
 babypantry@stisidore.church    586-745-9501

Thank you to everyone who helped 

make our recent week serving 

MCREST such a success!

We are grateful to all who 

volunteered their time to prepare, 

transport, and serve meals; make 

sandwiches and snack packs; those 

who helped throughout the week, 

and everyone who donated items or 

financial support. Every contribution 

played an important part in making 

this past week a success.

Our week at MCREST was about 

much more than providing meals. 

It was a blessing to meet, serve, 

and spend time with the women 

and children staying there—to 

share conversations, smiles, and 

fellowship and, in doing so, to better 

understand some of the challenges 

they face.

We often hear today's economy 

described as a “K-shaped economy.” 

While some households are moving 

upward and enjoying greater 

financial security, others are moving 

in the opposite direction, struggling 

with the rising costs of housing, 

food, transportation, childcare, 

and other necessities. For those of 

us fortunate enough to be on the 

upward stroke of the “K,” it can 

be easy to overlook—or simply be 

unaware of—the very different reality 

experienced by those on the lower 

stroke.

Serving at MCREST helps bridge 

that divide. It puts faces and stories 

behind economic statistics and 

reminds us that those experiencing 

homelessness or financial hardship 

are not strangers or numbers—they 

are our neighbors, deserving of the 

same dignity, compassion, and hope 

we would want for ourselves and our 

families.

As Christians, we are called not only 

to recognize those in need, but to 

encounter them, walk with them, and 

respond with love. We are grateful 

to everyone who answered that call 

through MCREST this year.

  Seeing the "K" in MCREST
 Mike Aprile - Evangelical Charity Coordinator
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Sacred Seeds Answer: The Opening 

Prayer, called the "Collect," gathers 

together the silent prayers of 

everyone in the congregation into 

one prayer. After inviting us to pray 

in silence, the priest speaks on behalf 

of the entire Church, asking God for 

the grace we need to celebrate the 

mystery of the day.

SAT. SEP. 5 4:30 PM
	Schang Family, Family
	Shakir & Gorjia Jarbo, Family
	Ben & Dorothy Decker, Daughters
	Thomas J. Youngblood, Wife
	 Noah and all sick children, Danski Family
	 Barbara Marrs, Arlene and Sally

SUN. SEP. 6 7:30 AM
	 People of St. Isidore Parish
	 Success of Parish Mission Initiatives
	Eleanor Kaslatas, Family
	George Boyd, Family
	Petrina Boyd (12th Anniv), Family
	Nick Barkowicz (Bday), Family

SUN. SEP. 6 9:30 AM
	William Francis, Family
	Dave Gasparovich, Family
	Anunciasion Oliveros Cornelio, Domsic
	Christopher Cammarata, Family
	 Michael and Roy Paoletti, Family
	Pamela Miller, Meesseman Family
	Elizabeth Miller, Meesseman Family
	Larry Mavis, Family
	Paul Grzelewski (9th Anniv), Family
	Malvina DiFillippo, Daughter, Dottie

SUN. SEP. 6 11:30 AM
	Robert Mason, Family
	Boridano & Franca Panone, Kathy Winkler
	Virginia Mousty, Marcia Mason

Mass Intentions
	John A. Wojciechowski, Mancini Family
	Mike Catrinar, Family
	Jay Patterson, Family
	Alvaro Salamanca (8th Anniv), Family
	Peter Tran, Family

SUN. SEP. 6 5:30 PM
	Esse Salamie (42 Anniv), Bill & Cheryl Cobert

MON. SEP. 7 9:00 AM
	 LABOR DAY

TUE. SEP. 8 8:00 AM
	Stefano DeBellis, Family
	Kathy Dominick, The Pietras Family
	 Jim Koss, Richard & Jeannie Koss
	Anthony J. Lucido, Family

WED. SEP. 9 8:00 AM

THU. SEP. 10 8:00 AM
	Marvin Kaiser (46th Anniv), Family

FRI. SEP. 11 8:00 AM
	Thomas Langlois (7th Anniv),
		  Dennis & Mary Boyd
	 Marissa Koss (Bday), Richard & Jeannie Koss

SAT. SEP. 12 4:30 PM
	Dennis Slowke, Friends
	Tommy Schang, Family
	Ruth Maslonka (Anniv), Sister, Helene
	John Czulinski, Family
	Gordon Styf, Family
	 Bob & Pat Kurzawa (70th Wed Anniv),
		  Family

SUN. SEP. 13 7:30 AM
	Domenica & Pasquale Spalvieri, Daughter
	Richard Josephs, Wife, Rosanne
	Marguerite Goike, Mary Kruezzncki
	Michael Majchrzak, Wife, Eleanor
	Evelyn & Henry Wojnarowicz, Family
	Ursula and Antonio Tancredi, Family
	Maria & Valentine Cenowa, Family
	 Rita & Walter Kachorek, Pietras Family

SUN. SEP. 13 9:30 AM
	 People of St. Isidore Parish
	 Success of Parish Mission Initiatives
	Olivia Schnur, Sue Thomas
	Stella & Joe Frankowski,
		  Dianne & Jerry Jochum

SUN. SEP. 13 11:30 AM
	Carmen Azzopardi, Family

SUN. SEP. 13 5:30 PM
	Arlene Szczesniac, Dolores Clancy

SUNDAY
Ez 33:7-9;

Ps 95:1-2, 6-9;

Rom 13:8-10;

Mt 18:15-20

MONDAY
1 Cor 5:1-8;

Ps 5:5-7, 12;

Lk 6:6-11

TUESDAY
Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30;

Ps 13:6ab, 6c;

Mt 1:1-16, 18-23

WEDNESDAY
1 Cor 7:25-31;

Ps 45:11-12, 14-17;

Lk 6:20-26

THURSDAY
1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13;

Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 23-24;

Lk 6:27-38

FRIDAY

1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27;

Ps 84:3-6, 12;

Lk 6:39-42

SATURDAY
1 Cor 10:14-22;

Ps 116:12-13, 17-18;

Lk 6:43-49 

SUNDAY
Sir 27:30-28:7;

Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;

Rom 14:7-9;

Mt 18:21-35

Readings
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We pray for the sick...

AUGUST 29/30Funerals
Entered eternal life on...

And those who serve
PFC Tanner Adkins,Army
WO1 Jeremy Bentley,Army
1Lt. Everhett Biland,Army
2Lt. Alfred Biland Jr.,Army
Mathew Bronikowski
E6 Lucian Burge,Army
Christa Caroll,Army
Pvt. Troy Ciaramella,Army
CPL Kyle Cichowski,Marines
Major Theresa 
Corsentino,Marines
Sgt. Brian Dahl,Army
Sgt. Tyler Dean,Army
Spec. John Deapen,Army
PFC Anthony Difatta,Army
Staff Sgt. Blake 

Doetsch,Marines
Staff Sgt. Brian 
Domzalski,Marines
Daniel Jackman,Air Force
PFC E3 Jeffrey Frame,Army
Justin Francis,Army
Sgt. James Galowski 
Jr.,Army
PFC John Gellert III,Army
Michael Giacalone,Coast 
Guard
Lt. Alison J. Grzywacz,Navy
CDR David R. 
Grzywacz,Navy
Sgt. Alexander 
Hendzell,Marines

LCpl David Horton,Marines
Maj. Jeffrey Jablonski,Army
Staff Sgt. Logan 
Jabouri,Marines
Daniel Jackman,Air Force
J. Jackson,Navy
Staff Sgt. Ethan Jensen,Air 
Force
Sgt. Griffin Kozak,Marines
Jason Kurpiewski,Navy
Spec. Michael Manning,Army
Laurel Morton,Air Force
Tristan Newton, Navy
Courtney Osborne,Navy
PFC Matt Piotke,Army
MC2 Jeffrey 

Richardson,Navy
Joel Sebastian,Army
Chief John C. Sbraccia,Navy
Sr. Airman Jeremy 
Spanski,Air Force
CPL Jeremiah Stewart,Army
Gjelosh Vata, Army
Pvt Andre Ventmiglia,Army
LS1 Justin Wood,Navy
Thomas Yombor,Army 
Ranger  1/75

Baptisms
Bernie Palo
August 20

Delbert Asbury
August 27

Eric Andrews
Ralph Ash
Scott Bell
Purita Bernadez
Dennis Boyd
Thomas Breen
Stephen Bruck
Stephanie Burk
Mary Ann Calabro
Robert Caulfield
Joanne Chalut
Rose Chesney
Shirley Clay
Joseph Cox
Biauca Cruickshank
Maya Cruickshank
Ken Daniels
Pam DeClerc

Amanda Dietrich
Cydney Domsic
Janet Dwyer
John Dziwanowski
Anna Marie Felczak
Jim Finn
Claudia & John Gradzinski
Katherine Heabeart
Devin Kachar
Michelle Kaleta
Maysoon Kashat
Timothy Kellogg
Kathleen V. Kempisty
Sharon Koscielski
Sabrina Kozlowski
Thomas Kunnummyalil
Gabriella Licari
Tracy Schmitz Marshall

Addyson Matta
Mary Messana
Barbara Moczydlowska
Keith Moss
Linda Muzyk
Marian Nantais
Linda Naperkowski
Marie Palazzola
Roy Paoletti
Mary Parisi
Marge Pullen
Nicholas Quni
Diane Raab
Eric Racette
Sue Rebits
Frank Ringley
Al Roy
Michael Sapienza

Sr. Janet Schaeffle
Pat Schmeiser
Bob Schwark
Leanne Senopole
Carla Silvestri
Robert Silvestri
Kathy Starski
Al Steele
Bill Terry
John Terry
Barb Turchanik
Robert Warner
Rosemary Warner
Judi Witek
Charlotte Wyatt
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Get In Touch
Rev. John Bettin, Priest in Solidum
 frjohn@stisidore.church      2105

Msgr. Mike Hrydziuszko, Senior Priest

Rev. Mr. Jeff Loeb, Deacon
 jeff@stisidore.church      2108

Chris Kozlowski, FOP Mission Support Director
 chris@stisidore.church      2114

Debbie Rak, Office Manager
 debbierak@stisidore.church      2104

Matt Kush, Music + Creative Director
 matt@stisidore.church      2126

Amy Righi, Music + Liturgy Director
 amy@stisidore.church      2109

Heather Herbst, RN, BSN, Parish Nurse
 heather@stisidore.church      2123

Maintenance: Jeremy Baur, Dave Caramagno, Joshua 

Corless, Jeff Lambert, Brian McAleer, Alex Ormsby,  

David Purifoy
 maintenance@stisidore.church      2134

Sunday Support Staff: Alaina Burleson,  

Mindy Nguyen

Beth Beebe, Small Group Coordinator
 beth@stisidore.church      2116

Dawn Ormsby, Formation Coordinator, Gr. 1-6
 dawno@stisidore.church      2111

Bill Hicks, OCIA Coordinator
 ocia@stisidore.church      2115

Claire Spisak, Children’s Choir Director
 claire@stisidore.church      2109

Helen Pugh, Admin Support
 helen@stisidore.church      2100

Dawn Kehoe, Admin Support
 dawn@stisidore.church      2102

Kathy Homrocky, Admin Support
 kathy@stisidore.church      2103

Andrea Ervinck, Bookkeeper
 andrea@stisidore.church     2118

Ron Pakizer, Procurement Agent
 ronp@stisidore.church      2113

phone (586) 286-1700    fax (586) 286-8753    stisidore.church   18201 23 Mile Rd., Macomb, MI 48042

   Church Staff

Monday – Thursday 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM

Friday 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM

Saturday Closed

Sunday 8:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Lunch 12 - 1 PM (M, W, Th, F), 12 - 1:45 PM (T)

Office Hours
Please direct all inquiries to Matt:  

bulletin@stisidore.church

Content is due ten days in advance and must be 

submitted online at stisidore.church/bulletin

Bulletin Question?

Michael Giannetti, FOP Buildings/Facility Mgr.
 mike@stisidore.church       2134

Peggy Casing, Director of Discipleship Form.
 peggyc@stol.church    586-254-4433    308

Rev. Mr. Mark Sienkowski, Deacon
 mark@stisidore.church   

Katherine Wynn, Children's Liturgy Coordinator
 katie@stisidore.church     586-286-1700

Mike Aprile, Evangelical Charity Coordinator
 mikea@stisidore.church      2120

Rev. Joe Dailey, Senior Priest

Rev. Sahaya Arul Alex, Priest in Solidum
 fralex@stisidore.church    2132


